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The 2nd Wings Family Day at the new Springer Women’s Correctional 
Facility was held on July 29, 2017, in Springer, NM. There were 46 inmates who were cleared to attend 
the Family Day, 168 family members cleared, 14 inmates who were in the choir and liturgical dance team, 
and there were 11 volunteers who were able to attend the Family Day.  The volunteers came from 10 
different churches and were from Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, and Oklahoma. 
 
We were blessed to have Oklahoma Senator Wayne Shaw and his lovely wife Anna join us for the Family 
Day.  They had gotten to know Wings founder Ann Edenfield Sweet when she met them at the OK state 
capitol building in 2016.  They were on a family vacation visiting NM, contacted Ann, expressed a desire 
to see a Wings Family Day, and NM Head Chaplain Calvin Robinson and other NMCD staff were kind 
enough to provide the paperwork and training necessary for the Shaws to volunteer. 
 
The staff at Springer were waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  The cars were driven 
around to the gym to be unloaded.  The volunteers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day, 
including making turkey and ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for 250 people. Platters of 
homemade cookies were filled, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the 
preparations too.  
 
Ann shared a PowerPoint presentation about the 40 Developmental Assets© with the ladies before the start 
of the Family Day. The Assets© are proven ways to cut at-risk behaviors and help strengthen families. The 
ladies learned that if you have more than 30 of the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are 
greatly lowered.  Considering that most young people today have far fewer Assets© the ladies learned 
that preparing for the “winds of life” that will hit all of us will better prepare us keep more Assets in place 
during difficult times.   
 
The ladies were excused to eat lunch and then their family members started arriving.  Ann led the family 
members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing 
who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all the children who were there participated in the 
“Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the 
Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band/chorus led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The liturgical dancers also danced and signed to a powerful song and we all were 
spell-bound by the beauty of the music and motions.  It was very meaningful and we all enjoyed the music 
and dancing so much.  
 
Next the gym was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his 
family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many assorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the 
“wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth 
joined him, and yet as Noah looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone 
called out to the turtles and finally they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded 
the earth.  Finally the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned 
with a green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and flapped their wings!!! God’s promise 
to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone was reminded that God 
will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful interaction of a Bible story.   
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Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Senator 
Wayne Shaw and his wife Anna also talked.  Wayne shared that he had been a minister, done mission 
work in Africa, and then felt called to public service as a Senator in Oklahoma.  He visits and talks to many 
inmates throughout Oklahoma and now New Mexico, and after he spoke there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
audience.  He shared about a football player, halftime, and that the ladies had the second half of their 
life story yet to write. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the homemade 
sandwiches, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at 
each circle.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
one person from each dinner group in a new “Back-To-School” outfit.  Everyone participated in decorating 
their special “student”, and soon the gym was filled with “students” in the most fashionable school attire 
Great fun was had by all. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
 Wings Family Day Party Springer 

 October 14, 2017 
I came to the Wings Party today because: 

1. I wanted to come and visit my mom. 
2. I wanted to spend time with family. 
3. I wanted to see my auntie. 
4. Of my mom. 
5. Of our girl. 
6. Wanted to visit our niece. 
7. Because of my daughter. 
8. Praise and worship. 
9. I want to know more about God, 
10. To bring the kids to see mom. 
11. An opportunity for kids to visit their mom. 
12. To see my daughter. 
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13. I wanted to see mom. 
14. My spouse. 
15. I love Jesus and my husband. 
16. I sang with praise and worship. 
17. Of my wife. 
18. I volunteered, I work in the chapel. 
19. To meet new people.  To touch peoples’ hearts. 
20. I wanted this time with my family. 
21. To support my sister. 
22. I came to bring a daughter to see her mother. 
23. I came to see my daughter and she has all my support. 
24. A friend is here and we are caring for her daughter. 
25. To visit my mom. 
26. I came to visit my mother here in prison, 
27. I sang in praise and in the worship team. 
28. I wanted to have time with my parents. 

 
 
 
The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. When we made arts and crafts. 
2. Family time and activities. 
3. The part when we made music. 
4. Spending time with mom. 
5. Praise and worship. 
6. Got to do things together with my aunt. 
7. The activities. 
8. Visiting with my daughter. 
9. Getting to know new people. 
10. To have a great day with my mom. 
11. Seeing my mom and kids happy. 
12. To see smiles on the kids’ faces when they saw their mother. 
13. Activities and visiting time. 
14. Seeing mom and eating food. 
15. To see my mom and good people. 
16. Music and dance. 
17. The play. 
18. Fellowship. 
19. Singing. 
20. The singing and dancing and being with my wife. 
21. Socializing, communicating with my aunt. 
22. When the girls were singing for us. 
23. Everything, eating. 
24. Religious dance, singing, working with the ladies. 
25. Being with my family. 
26. The activities, singing and praising God. 
27. Getting to be with other families. 
28. The crafts and to see my mom. 
29. Seeing my daughter. 
30. Singing and the skits. 
31. Arts and crafts. 
32. To visit with my mother, be with her physically, 
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33. Activities. 
34. Crafts. 

 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Parties because: 

1. They are fun. 
2. It was a great party. 
3. It’s good for families. 
4. It’s wonderful to see inmates and their families gathering around, talking and just engaging with 

one another. 
5. They are fun and you get to be with your family. 
6. They did a good job. 
7. It brings a positive vibe for everyone, brings everyone closer to God. 
8. Allows for bonding. 
9. Yes.  So we can hear more from the Wings from God. 
10. It’s the only time to visit mother and keep that bond going. 
11. They are good at it. 
12. Brings families together. 
13. So everybody could have some time with their loved ones. 
14. To see my mom who loves us. 
15. Closeness with mom and learning of our Lord. 
16. It helps with communication. 
17. It brings family reunification. 
18. They bring families together. 
19. It’s nice to show our loved ones how much we care and miss them. 
20. It helps families be together. 
21. We need family reunification. 
22. It is a stupendous program. 
23. It’s a great time with family. 
24. Great way to get the family together with their loved ones. 
25. It makes us feel like family, not outcasts. 
26. To get family together. 
27. Helps families mend relationships. 
28. You get to have a good time. 
29. We get to actually do everything together. 
30. It may bring families to God. 
31. It is very uplifting. 

 
 
 
 
I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, cookie bakers and other sponsors by saying thanks and: 
 

1. Good bye. 
2. I hope you come again and I appreciated it. 
3. Thanks. 
4. We will be back again. 
5. Thank you very much. 
6. Thank you for all. 
7. God bless. 
8. Many blessings to all. 
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9. I loved the lunch for us. 
10. Food was delicious and we appreciated it. 
11. I am very excited to be getting out. 
12. Thanks for having us and we want to come back. 
13. We appreciate everything you do for us. 
14. They are inspiring. 
15. God bless for all you do on this day. 
16. You are super for making all this for us.  Thanks for all you did. 

 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the party: 
60, 88, 180, 190, 200, 212, 230, 250, 312, 400, 457, 500, 740 
 
 

 

 
 

How many miles did you drive one way to come to the Family Day? 
 

Additional Comments: 
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Asset Survey Comments 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can apply in your 
daily life? 

What Assets© do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Communication. 
2. Family. 
3. Support, social competence. 
4. Family relationships and support. 
5. Family support. 
6. Me and my mom’s relationship. 
7. Other adult relationships, 
8. Positive family communication. 
9. Never give up. 
10. God. 
11. Positive identity, 
12. Positive values, and caring. 
13. Positive value. 
14. Caring. 
15. Love. 
16. Family. 
17. Planning. 
18. Love, communication, family values, 
19. Communication. 
20. My relationship with my spouse, 
21. Boundaries, socializing. 
22. Constructive use of time, service. 
23. Relations, strength in family. 
24. Creative activities. 
25. Achievement motivation. 
26. Service to others and creative activities. 
27. Support. 

Which Assets© do you think are strongest in your family? 
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1. Support. 
2. Our faith in God and family. 
3. Family working at the schools. 
4. Our love for each other. (smiley face) 
5. Caring neighborhood. 
6. Family support. 
7. Commitment to learning. 
8. Positive identity and family. 
9. Support. 
10. Positive identity. 
11. Caring for each other. 
12. Being there. 
13. Positive influence. 
14. Service to others. 
15. Love, support, caring, praying. 
16. Positive role model. 
17. Commitment. 
18. Support, positive values. 
19. Addressing the youth. 
20. The strength of love in family, encourage success in children. 
21. Peaceful conflict resolution. 
22. Support and love. 
23. Positive communication. 

Which Assets© do you think you would like to work harder on in your family? 

1. Constructive use of time. 
2. Life having a purpose. 
3. Reading together. 
4. Spending time together. 
5. Parent involvement in schooling. 
6. Do homework. 
7. Support. 
8. Constructive use of time. 
9. Boundaries and expectations. 
10. Noticing things. 
11. Spending more time together. 
12. Adult role models. 
13. Integrity. 
14. Communication and understanding. 
15. Family support. 
16. Our relationship. 
17. Empowerment. 
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18. Responsibility. 
19. Bring the family closer to God.  Take responsibility of the individual. 
20. Religious community. 
21. Honesty, school boundaries. 
22. Social competencies. 
23. Equality, social justice. 

Additional comments: 

1. I think it is important that we have our family back in our lives/home. 
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